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Chairman Notes 

We wish all MAF members and residents of Magaliessig a very happy and healthy 2020. We suspect it will be 

another busy year!  

Makro / Builders Warehouse / Massmart 

February 9 marks the 10th Anniversary of the commencement of our fight against Makro/Builders Warehouse 

and although we won that battle, we do not know what lies ahead. The land purchased by Makro in 2008 in the 

guise of Mystic Blue (Pty) Ltd was put up for auction by way of private bids, which initially were due to be 

opened on 14 November 2019. However, this was delayed by 2 weeks to 28 November as there was no 

disclosure of the impending litigation (by MAF and CoJ) in the information sent out to prospective purchasers. 

New information was circulated and we attended what should have been the opening of the bids – but there were 

NO bids. 

To date the land has NOT been sold, it still has the commercial rights granted to Mystic Blue/Makro by Gauteng 

Province and NO application has been made for re – zoning. 

Rivcroft Development 

A farm known as Rivcroft has been purchased for residential development. The site is located to the south east 

of the Monte Casino Complex on the southern side of Monte Casino Boulevard, off Bradfield Road, to the north 

of the Mulberry Lane Estate and east of the Shingara Sands Estate, in Magaliessig. The site is 4.2 hectares in 

extent, but only 2.7 hectares will be developed for housing as the rest is a wetland which will be rehabilitated 

and incorporated into the development as an open area. It is anticipated there will be approximately 300 units in 

3 storey blocks with a density of 111 units/hectare. An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) will be 

conducted and made available for public comment in due course. 
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CCTV Cameras Portfolio 

Keeping a continuous lookout for suspicious activities 

We continue to have intermittent connectivity issues but  now that the festive season is behind us and all parties 

are back in office, the negotiations/investigations around converting from line of sight to  fibre connectivity 

have resumed. 

TRSS was kind enough to assist us in trimming back the foliage around the cameras throughout Magaliessig 

which was a huge favour which was highly appreciated. 

We will be  meeting shortly with both TRSS and ABS in terms of re - assessing the positioning of the current 

cameras as the  following are either inoperative or could be better utilised in other locations: 

• corner of Troupant and Leslie ( at the “Makro” site opposite Vape King ) due to loss of power supply 

• top of International Drive  - no contributors in this location  - perhaps a move to Rooivalk to 

supplement the Tonquani cameras already there 

• Bottom of Sangster on the bend opposite the kennels  - better use of these cameras can be made in 

another location. 

The question of fibre is progressing , albeit slowly for a number of technical reasons and we are entering 

discussions with TRSS who have a serious proposal to put on the table. 

The major challenge remains the lack of financial support from residents who are happy for others to contribute  

- however, the lack of finance prevents MAF from expanding the camera network so as to be more effective as 

envisaged at inception  - moving some of the cameras, as mentioned above, will hopefully improve the coverage 

and thus the effectiveness. 

Please give serious thought to contributing at R115 per month  - residents are welcome to contact the Financial 

Manager – Derrick Theck on derrick.theck@gmail.com. 

To those who continue to support the project, our heartfelt thanks for your generosity and community spirit. “ 
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Security Portfolio 

Update on security in Magaliessig 

Magaliessig has, for the most part, been a very low crime area. Most of the crime that is reported as occurring in 

Magaliessig has in fact emanated from the immediately surrounding main roads and commercial areas which, 

for SAPS statistical purposes, are lumped into Magaliessig.  

For management purposes, Douglasdale SAPS has four geographic policing “sectors”. Magaliessig falls into the 

Sector 4 policing area. Besides our suburb, the Sector encompasses Blue Heaven, Pineslopes, Lone Hill, 

Beverley, Fourways, Norscot and Norscot Slopes. This sector also includes the commercial hubs of Design 

Quarter, Montecasino, Pineslopes Shops and Offices, Builders’ Warehouse, Fourways Value Mart, Fourways 

Crossing, Leaping Frog and the various automotive and other dealerships along the eastern side of William 

Nicol.  

Much of the reported crime occurs at those commercial hubs and along the main roads. This includes lots of 

theft out of motor vehicles and also theft of motor vehicles, mostly at those hubs. Cases of common assault and 

common robbery also feature prominently and people waiting for minibus taxis are particularly at risk. 

It is worth stating that, statistically, Sector 4 has performed excellently in the last month, becoming the Sector 

that has contributed the least amount of crime within the entire Douglasdale SAPS precinct by a fair margin. 

Within Sector 4, Magaliessig has also been a star, contributing close the least amount of crime to the sector 

despite the incorporation within it of some major commercial areas.  

That said, none of us can afford to be complacent. Opportunistic crime, such as so-called ‘smash and grabs’ at 

certain intersections is still a problem. In a disturbing occurrence, an attempted smash and grab became an 

attempted armed robbery and an attempted murder at the intersection of Main Road and Robin (which we know 

as Sangster) late on a Sunday afternoon when a fire arm was pointed by a perpetrator and subsequently 

discharged into a car door. So, folks, you cannot be too careful. All too often, people are on their cellphones, 

handbags, briefcases and laptops on display when driving. Lock these in your car boot (trunk) and tell your 

callers that you are driving and will call back. Then, be aware of what is around you. Watch people at 

intersections, scan your mirrors to avoid being taken by surprise. And, importantly, if you can leave room to 

escape – do not stop right against the bumper of the car in front. Allow a car’s length so you can accelerate left 

or right into the next lane or jump the centre island if you must. Most of all, do not argue with someone who has 

a gun. 

Our cameras continue to be useful and are without doubt a big deterrent. But, we still have too few of them to 

properly cover the suburb. There is no doubt that while patrols such as security companies and Neighbourhood 

Watch do work, unless directed to a possible criminal activity, those patrollers only come across such activity by 

chance. Spotting criminals and following them on CCTV whilst directing response vehicles to the scene is a far 

more efficient and effective approach.  

Below are just a few pictures of persons picked up by our cameras on Troupant in the night as monitored by 

Off-Site Monitoring (OSM). In each case, a TRSS reaction officer was despatched to investigate and, if 

necessary, escort them out of the area. So, whilst you are sleeping, hopefully safely, our cameras and TRSS’s 

officers are not! Suspect or wanted vehicles are picked up and their presence noted. Just imagine how many 

more of our streets could be similarly monitored if only more (or all) residents would contribute a measly R115 

per month! 
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MAF and therefore you as residents are represented on the Douglasdale CPF Sector 4 Committee by Jeff 

Goutier and Steve Appleton. We bring security issue and concerns to the attention of SAPS at its monthly 

meetings and, if necessary, by contribution to an internal WhatsApp group. 

Not many know this, but CPF Sector 4 has a very active Neighbourhood Watch (NHW). This activity is 

presently manned by 12 volunteers who give up their time and effort, using their own vehicles to help make and 

keep us safe. In January to December 2019, the Sector 4 NHW volunteers did 1184 hours of patrols (in effect 

148 x 8-hour shifts). In the period May to December 2019 alone they covered a collective 10314 km on patrol in 

and around the Sector. In no small measure, along with SAPS, they contributed to the drop in crime experienced 

recently within the Sector. Those volunteers are owed our hearty thanks and should be given medals. If anyone 

would like to volunteer and join the NHW, please do get in touch with the CPF. 

Douglasdale Community Police Forum (CPF, Sector 4) 
Linking the community to the police services  

The DD CPF maintains a webpage at http://www.ddcpf.co.za/ and has an active Facebook page at: 

https://web.facebook.com/DouglasdaleCPF .  

CPF Sector 4 is at: http://www.ddcpf.co.za/sector-four and at: https://web.facebook.com/DDCPF4 . 

Reporting crimes 
If SAPS does not know about the crime, they cannot deal with it  

Often victims of crimes and witnesses to crimes do not bother to report such incidents to the SAPS, dismissing 

them as unimportant or too much hassle. It may not seem much but unfortunately, failing to report even what 

appears to you to be a small incident or a negligible loss skews both the crime statistics (leading to under-

reporting) and restricts the information available to police detectives to keep track of such incidents and the 

movement of criminals carrying them out. Furthermore, a failure to report an incident (no matter how 

http://www.ddcpf.co.za/
https://web.facebook.com/DouglasdaleCPF
http://www.ddcpf.co.za/sector-four
https://web.facebook.com/DDCPF4
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inconsequential it may seem) means that if a criminal is later caught for some other incident, some of his or her 

previous crimes will not be linked to him or her and thus go undetected and unpunished.  

MAF therefore urges all residents and visitors who become victims of crime or attempted crime to do the right 

thing – report it. You will be surprised at how friendly and helpful the client reception area at DD SAPS is. 

Although only trained police officers can take statements, clients arriving at the reception area are managed and 

assisted by willing volunteers from the CPF who channel them to the correct desk and where necessary provide 

appropriate support to the client. 
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Roads and signage Portfolio 

Keeping the traffic flowing 

The very welcome rains unfortunately produced numerous potholes in our suburb as is the norm, but we are 

delighted that the majority of them have been filled recently. Several road issues are being dealt with by our 

Ward Councillor and JRA: 

• Sangster Turning: Drawing prepared for geometric changes regarding the approach angle from 

Sangster into Troupant 

• Sangster: Road markings requested 

• Leslie and Troupant: Timing of robot at intersection to be checked, is a left turn filter arrow 

feasible/possible? 

• Leslie and William Nicol: Province emailed requesting slip road from Leslie into William Nicol be 

extended to BP garage going south. 

• Traffic Calming Measures: Troupant and Glenian: armco barriers, chevrons, warning signage 

required:  

• Troupant and Merrow; armco barrier/chevrons required. 

• Troupant/ Glenian area: Speed humps – Traffic Engineering would not object – options; put request 

on IDP for the Ward; residents fund construction +/- R25,000 ea; formal petition to be submitted. 

Getting things done 

Getting things done is a major issue; it cannot all be left to our hard-working Councillor and MAF alone. We 

need the residents to assist and play their part by reporting problems through the CoJ call-centre and JRA’s 

‘Find and Fix’ cell phone application. 

Upgrade of the Leslie Ave and Witkoppen Road intersection 

The upgrade of the intersection of Witkoppen and Leslie / Merrow has now been completed and has improved 

the traffic flow. Landscaping has been completed and Province has cut some of the grass which has grown 

extremely quickly – we trust Province will complete the task!. 
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PARKS and LITTER Portfolio 

MAF thanks all members and residents who assist by regularly cleaning the 2 main parks - Merrow Down Park 

and Rooivalk Park and picking up litter when walking.  The parks are mown on a regular basis and while the 

majority of residents and complexes mow  the sidewalks, there are a few areas of concern  - particularly Leslie 

East on the left side heading  towards Sparrow  (opposite Design Quarter)  City Parks  have been contacted re 

this area. The sides of Sangster are also a problem and are a potential hazard for walkers, cyclists and drivers. 

MAF is also taking action in this area. 
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Communications and Membership Portfolio 

MAF’s WhatsApp groups 
Providing speedy communication for important issues  

MAF has several active WhatsApp groups aimed at quickly distributing information among its residents. These 

are monitored and moderated by Anthony Lledo to whom requests to join them must be directed, preferably to 

his WhatsApp account. We heartily thank Anthony for his time and effort in maintaining the groups. 

Please note that the “MAF Alerts” groups are for just that – critical or very important alerts only! No discussions 

or irrelevant responses will be tolerated on these groups. Messages should be as short as is reasonably practical 

to get the information across. In particular there is no need to thank anyone, comment upon or acknowledge any 

of the messages posted thereon in any way. There is nothing more annoying to many people than strings of 

WhatsApp messages pinging away unnecessarily. Also, please do not use voice messaging unless there is 

absolutely no alternative – as in your typing fingers are missing! Not everyone has the time or patience or is in a 

convenient place to listen to lengthy voice messages! 

Please confine all non-critical and follow-up discussions to the appropriate “Chats” groups. However please be 

aware that there are many residents on these groups who are not interested in gossip and many who do not 

tolerate waffle. So even here please keep your discussions to the point and short. Again no emojis, thank yous or 

acknowledgments are necessary; they simply waste everyone’s time, space and data bundles. 

Applications to be added to a MAF group will only be entertained from genuine Magaliessig residents and must 

be done by a direct WhatsApp message to Anthony giving your name, address and phone number. Bland “Add 

me” messages on the groups will be ignored. The reason for this is to maintain some level of security and, as far 

as is practical, keep the criminals out – to prevent them from gaining intelligence from our internal 

communications. 
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Fundraising and Social Portfolio 

Car Boot Sale 

MAF will be participating in a Car Boot Sale on 9th Feb . We are looking for donations for the sale, particularly 

clothes, shoes and handbags. If you have any items you wish to donate, please call Jane on 0837971101, who 

will come and collect. 

All proceeds of the sale will go to MAF. 



the MAGALIES viewpoint 
January 2020 

Page 11 
Copyright © 2020, Magaliessig Action Forum 

General 

Noise pollution, 101 
What is it and what can you do about it.  

Born perhaps out of residents’ frustration, MAF has recently received a growing number of requests to deal with 

instances of disturbing loud music apparently emanating from “clubs” or places of entertainment in the 

Fourways area.  

Many residents simply are unaware of the law relating to noise and the steps necessary to lodge a complaint in a 

manner that should result in action against offenders. 

This is a problem because, although the noise regulations are reasonably clear, getting them enforced is not as 

easy as one would think. If requests made to reduce noise are ignored by the offenders, the legal processes 

necessary to gather evidence, issue a summons and effect prosecution become very technical and complex. 

There are two different kinds of noise defined in the Gauteng Province’s Noise Control Regulations, 1999 – a 

disturbing noise and a noise nuisance. 

• A Disturbing noise is objective – a scientifically measurable noise level that is generally compared 

to the existing ambient noise level. It is defined as “a noise level that causes the ambient noise level 

to rise above the designated zone level, or if no zone level has been designated, the typical rating 

levels for ambient noise in districts, indicated in table 2 of SABS 0103 (now SANS 10103)”. 

• A Noise nuisance is a subjective measure and is defined as “any noise that “disturbs or impairs or 

may disturb or impair the convenience or peace of any person”. 

Residents in a residential neighbourhood are entitled to the ordinary comfort and convenience of their homes 

and, if owing to the actions of their neighbour or anyone else they are subjected to annoyance or inconvenience 

greater than that to which a normal person must be expected to submit, then he has a legal remedy. The urban 

myth says one can make noise until 10pm on a week night and until 12pm on a weekend but in actual fact most 

municipalities have by-laws in place that focus on the number of decibels rendered (measured sound levels) 

rather than the actual time frame in which noise is made. 

The Noise Control Regulations govern a disturbing noise. An example of this kind of noise would be loud party 

music. Conventionally, this kind of party noise is infrequent and is generally tolerated until 10pm on a Friday 

and/or Saturday evening before you can take steps against the perpetrator/s. 

However, noise nuisance is different. This kind of noise is not as easily measured. This type of noise can include 

playing loud music, playing a musical instrument, operating a television set loudly, operating noisy machinery 

or power tools, shouting and talking loudly, allowing an animal to become a noise nuisance, operating a very 

noisy vehicle like some motorcycles, driving a vehicle on a public road in a manner that causes a noise nuisance. 

This noise is illegal and at all times the law is enforceable whenever and wherever it occurs. 

Whilst it is theoretically easy for a person to lodge a complaint about noise with the appropriate by-law 

enforcement authority (for example the JMPD or the City’s Environmental Health Department), we all know 

that that these authorities are stretched thinly and that by time of their arrival on scene, the infringement has 

possibly ceased and the opportunity to prove wrong-doing has evaporated. Sometimes some other establishment 

is blamed.  
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A successful prosecution for a disturbing noise requires valid technical evidence including proper sound 

measurements that should be carried out by trained and credible people supported by sworn witness statements 

detailing the noise, its source and its effects.  

Nonetheless, on behalf of residents, MAF is very concerned at the apparent increase in the amount of noise 

emanating from some venues playing loud music and the seemingly easy way they flout the laws, particularly 

very late at night and over weekends.  

MAF is not a law-enforcement authority and also not a witness in its own right, so we have put pressure on our 

already overburdened but ever-willing Ward Councillor, Candice James, to help and who, in turn, is putting 

pressure on the City’s Environmental Health Department officials. In addition, through the CPF, we are putting 

pressure on SAPS and JMPD to increase their focus and give more attention to the problem and address its 

sources. 

Responsibility for law enforcement in the City is split between JMPD and SAPS. The enforcement of City by-

laws is in the hands of JMPD and various departments of the City. Noise pollution usually falls into the category 

of a by-law infringement and is therefore actionable by JMPD and the City’s Department of Environmental 

Health. However, because this could be both a public disturbance and possibly an infringement of national law 

(such as the liquor licensing act), this could also come under the ambit of SAPS. So, a complaint to the SAPS 

call centre on 10111 could also be in order.  

Really spearing the hub of the noise problem is regrettably complex and onerous, requiring some work on the 

part of a complainant – particularly so if the information is furnished in respect of a noise nuisance that did not 

occur in the presence of a responsible Noise Control Officer of the City Council (Investigating Officer) and is 

therefore addressed in terms of Regulation 9 of the Noise Control Regulations of Gauteng 1999.  

In many cases the noise will not be occurring in the presence of a noise control officer or it may be at a time 

when the noise control officer will not be able to immediately attend. So, be prepared to get out of bed, go to 

and positively identify the source and nature of the noise. Then record the location, as many facts about the 

noise as you can gather, the date and time and put all this into a sworn affidavit substantially in the form as 

detailed in the documentation pack. 

You should then submit a written and substantiated complaint, including the impact the noise has upon you, a 

list of any efforts you have made to resolve the situation, the names of any witnesses and your affidavit together 

with all relevant call centre reference numbers to the City’s Noise Control Officer for Region “A”. Email: 

josephmph@joburg.org.za (phone: 011-237 8002) and to Lt Col Kreil at SAPS Douglasdale, email: 

krielf@saps.gov.za. Keep copies for your own records and ensure that you ask for and get proof of delivery. 

Although steep fines for contraventions of the Act and Regulations can in theory be levied together with 

imprisonment, sadly the standard fines detailed in the Regulation’s schedule are small in comparison to the 

potential revenue that could be accrued by the businesses concerned.  

Under section 9(a) of the Gauteng Noise Control Regulations, the offense: “Operate or play or allow to be 

operated or played, a radio, television set, drum, musical instrument, sound amplifier, loudspeaker system or 

similar device producing, reproducing or amplifying sound so as to cause a noise nuisance” carries a fine of 

only R1000 (business) or R500 (residential). 

And, if charged under Section 13 (music, open air music festivals and similar gatherings), the offense: “Operate 

or play a radio, television set, gramophone recording device, drum, musical instrument, sound amplifier or 

similar device producing, reproducing or amplifying sound, or allow it to be operated or played in a public 

mailto:josephmph@joburg.org.za
mailto:krielf@saps.gov.za
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place, if the noise level measured at any point which may be occupied by a member of the public, exceeds 95 

dBA, unless permission has been obtained from the local authority” carries a fine of just R1500.  

In a relevant action, recently MAF joined most other local residents’ associations in opposing an application by 

“Billy the B.U.M.S.” to extend its opening time and licensed liquor sales hours from the present 2 a.m. to 4 a.m. 

In our letters of objection we cited increased noise and inebriated traffic behaviour (especially drunken driving 

and the many accidents on Troupant Ave) as major reasons for the objection. We also cited the precedent that 

this would set for other similar outlets in Fourways and surrounds to also have their business hours extended, 

thus potentially making the whole area the unenviable “night club capital of the north”, with attendant noise, 

drug dealing, gangster violence, road accidents and other late night or early morning public disturbances. We are 

pleased to advise that following the pressure, the owner of “Billy’s” has publically stated that he is withdrawing 

his application – for now, perhaps.  

We thank and acknowledge the Melville Residents’ Association (and their Ward Councillor, Bridget Steer) for 

an information pack on the issues of noise pollution and how to report it. Here are weblinks to this useful 

information on their website. MAF’s website is undergoing rebuilding and these guides will be available on that 

as soon as it has been restored. 

• Understanding Noise Pollution 

• Noise Control Regulations 

• Standard Operating Procedure for Handling Noise Nuisances 

• Information and procedure with regard to Noise Nuisance Complaints Reduced / Sample Affidavit 

• Environmental Health Managers & RH Managers Contact list 

http://mra.ilovemelville.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Understanding-Noise-Pollution.doc
http://mra.ilovemelville.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Noise-Control-Regulations.doc
http://mra.ilovemelville.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Standard-Operating-Procedure-for-Handling-Noise-Nuisances.docx
http://mra.ilovemelville.co.za/report/
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This MAGALIES viewpoint newsletter was produced by the Magaliessig Action Forum (MAF) to provide useful 

information about the activities of MAF, the community and other organisations to the residents and business 

people of Magaliessig.  

Contributions to this newsletter are welcome although MAF reserves the right to publish or edit them as it sees 

fit or necessary. Contributions should be submitted via email to Magaliessig@gmail.com. 

Disclaimer: The content in this newsletter is provided for information purposes only. Whilst we endeavour to 

provide information that is up to date and correct, we make no representations or warranties of any kind, 

expressed or implied, about the completeness, accuracy, reliability, suitability or availability with respect to the 

information provided herein. The information and opinions provided in this newsletter are those of the authors 

and may not necessarily reflect the official views or stance of MAF.  

Issued by Magaliessig Action Forum, NPC. 

Registration No. 2011/010714/08 

Website: http://www.magaliessig.co.za 

Facebook: http://facebook.com/magaliessig 

Chairman: Mary Hanna 

Phone: +27-83-654-4357 

Email: Magaliessig@gmail.com 

Mailing address:  Magaliessig Action Forum NPC, c/o Merrow Down Country Club, P/Bag X11,  

Bryanston, 2021 South Africa 
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Application for Membership 

Private individuals or households 

If you would like to become a member of MAF, please complete the application form below, pay your 

membership and email the proof of payment together with this form to magaliessig@gmail.com. 

Payment Of Subscription Fees And Donations 

Please make your subscription payment via EFT using your surname and initials as the payment reference to the 

MAF bank account. 

Alternatively you may hand the subscription in cash (in a sealed envelope) to the security personnel at Merrow 

Down Country Club, 40 Troupant Avenue, Magaliessig addressed to Mary Hanna, MAF Chairperson. We regret 

that we cannot accept cheques or bank deposits made in cash. 

Should you wish to make a special donation to MAF, the first R120 of the donation will be applied to your 

annual MAF subscription fee. 

MAF BANKING DETAILS: 

Standard Bank, Fourways Crossing 

Branch Code: 009953 

Account Name: Magaliessig 

file:///F:/Atkins%20Shared%20Files/MAF/Newsletters/magaliessig@gmail.com
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Magaliessig Action Forum Membership Application 

I/we, the undersigned, hereby apply to become an individual or household member or members of the 

Magaliessig Action Forum. 

I/we have deposited by EFT (banking details below) or herewith tender R120.00 for individual or private 

household membership being the subscription and membership fee for the current year or remaining part 

thereof. 

Personal details (BLOCK CAPITALS please) 

Surname: _______________________________________________________ 

First names: _______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

Home address: _______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

Postal address: _______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

Postcode: ___________ 

Cellphone: _____________________________ 

Home phone: _____________________________ 

E-mail address: _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Signature: ________________________________________ 

Date:  _____________________ 

 

 


