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Chairman Notes 

The significant upgrading of the Witkoppen/Leslie (Merrow) intersection is NOT an indication that a Makro or 

Builders Warehouse will be constructed in Magaliessig on the land purchased by Makro in November 2008. 

Please refer to the Roads and Signage section of this newsletter for further details of the upgrade. 

MAF, together with residents, has fought a long and arduous battle against the possibility of these totally 

unacceptable commercial enterprises entering Magaliessig which would have led to the total destruction of our 

peaceful suburb. The fight has lasted over 9 years so far!  

In early October 2018 Patrick Mundell, our attorney, received a request from Massmart’s attorney enquiring 

whether we would consider settlement of the litigation. Our response was that we might be amenable to 

settlement if Massmart withdraws the current zoning rights (for a Makro) and submits a fresh application for 

higher residential density rights with some ancillary retail rights. It appears that we will receive an answer 

shortly.  

Our next course of action will be dependent upon the answer received. 
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CCTV Cameras Portfolio 

Keeping a continuous lookout for suspicious activities 

Project Update 
Following the successes in using CCTV to reduce crime experienced in other suburbs, MAF took an early leap 

into providing remotely-monitored CCTV surveillance in our suburb. The model adopted was that residents 

would welcome the additional security and so voluntarily subscribe to the project. The company that installed 

the cameras would put up the capital to be repaid over a period of time out of a portion of the incoming 

subscriptions. A second portion of the subscriptions would be applied to their professional monitoring and a 

final portion to a dedicated armed-response vehicle. To date, MAF has never had to subsidize the CCTV project. 

The project has always been self-sufficient even though financially tested at times. 

Sadly, despite the obvious advantages to the community as a whole and some successes in identifying criminals, 

only a small portion of residents and just a few of the complexes have subscribed. 

The lack of contributions has curtailed our expansion program, rendering the coverage superficial at best. We 

have therefore not been able to expand and improve the system over time as originally planned and budgeted. 

The first financial casualty was the termination of a dedicated response vehicle, intended to provide quick 

intervention into any suspicious activity spotted by the cameras. Sadly, apart from a few exceptions only the 

original cameras placed at the suburb’s main entrances remain installed. 

Many residents have asked “what is in this system for me?” Many consider their own or their complex’s 

security as adequate. But, in our initial evaluation, we found that this is not necessarily so. Security works in 

layers. The innermost layer which should your house alarm and security gates is actually your last defense. That 

defense should never be called into action if at all possible because, if it is defeated, you are done. The next 

layer outward should be your property or complex boundary security. This generally comprises gates, walls, 

fences and even electric fences. Is that where you really want to stop the criminals? Surely it is better to deter, 

detect and even stop the criminals before they get to your boundary; before they hijack you at your gate? We 

believe that the real outer-layer should be area (suburb) security. That area security is aimed at detecting and 

deterring criminals at large or at the suburb’s point of entry and, if they do act, identifying them. That type of 

security can only come from a community initiative. It is too big for you, as a single person. It requires 

collaborative effort. 

So, what components might make up area security? Security company patrols, SAPS sector policing, local 

neighbourhood watch patrols, vehicle access controls, your own vigilance and, with increasing importance, 

professional CCTV cameras and monitoring.  

That’s where MAF’s CCTV project comes in. It is aimed at assisting with area security. It is aimed at detecting 

suspicious activity within the suburb. It is aimed at detecting and tracking suspicious or stolen vehicles. It is 

aimed at providing not only a deterrent but also evidence-worthy proof in the identification of activities, persons 

and vehicles. It is aimed at protecting you when you are out of your own property’s security zone. Being 

professionally monitored off-site including computerised “artificial intelligence”, it does so without exposing 

anybody to unnecessary risk.  

Sadly, because of the lack of residents’ interest in their own and their fellow residents’ security and the 

consequent shortage of funds, there remain big gaps in our CCTV coverage. That means that the system is not as 

effective as it could or should be. We would like to cover the street boundary walls of the vast majority of 
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properties in the suburb. That way we can better detect suspicious activity or, if the worst happens, help to 

identify the suspects and their vehicles because with sufficient coverage we can follow the criminals from 

suburb entrance right up to exit assuming they are not apprehended in the meantime. It can and does detect and 

alert the authorities when a listed suspicious or stolen vehicle enters or passes through. We might not always 

catch the criminal in our own suburb but with your help we can form part of a chain that gets them caught 

elsewhere.  

We need your assistance and contribute (it’s only R115 per month — there are discounts for bulk complex 

subscribers). We need you to become part of this great community that we and you live in. Please do sign up. 

Oh, and while you are at it also join MAF too! 

 

Example of an alert for a suspicious vehicle identified by MAF’s CCTV camera on Troupant at the approach to 

Leslie. 
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Security Portfolio 

Douglasdale Community Police Forum (CPF, Sector 4) 
Linking the community to the police services  

MAF and our community are represented on the Sector 4 committee of the local 

Douglasdale Community Police Forum (DD CPF) by Jeff Goutier. We sincerely thank 

Jeff for the time and effort he puts into this on our behalf. The sector committee meets 

monthly together with SAPS, JMPD and many security companies wherein current crime 

happening and issues relevant to the community are exchanged and discussed. The CPF 

also mounts public crime-awareness initiatives at intervals to ensure that the community 

is kept aware of crime and how to avoid it.  

Thanks to a donation from Montecasino, crime-awareness signs have been erected at the 

infamous “smash and grab” hotspots along William Nicol Drive and Main Road. For 

many years MAF has raised these crimes at the CPF meetings. Following a recent and alarming development in 

which robbers point firearms at motorists trapped in traffic, additional monitoring is being carried out. At peak 

times, several security companies are now voluntarily mounting visible “stand-offs” at the troublesome 

intersections along Main Road and William Nicol. 

The DD CPF maintains a webpage at http://www.ddcpf.co.za/ and has an active Facebook page at: 

https://web.facebook.com/DouglasdaleCPF .  

CPF Sector 4 is at: http://www.ddcpf.co.za/sector-four and at: https://web.facebook.com/DDCPF4 . 

Reporting crimes 
If SAPS does not know about the crime, they cannot deal with it  

Often victims of crimes and witnesses to crimes do not bother to report such incidents to the SAPS, dismissing 

them as unimportant or too much hassle. It may not seem much but unfortunately, failing to report even what 

appears to you to be a small incident or a negligible loss skews both the crime statistics (leading to under-

reporting) and restricts the information available to police detectives to keep track of such incidents and the 

movement of criminals carrying them out. Furthermore, a failure to report an incident (no matter how 

inconsequential it may seem) means that if a criminal is later caught for some other incident, some of his or her 

previous crimes will not be linked to him or her and thus go undetected and unpunished.  

MAF therefore urges all residents and visitors who become victims of crime or attempted crime to do the right 

thing – report it. You will be surprised at how friendly and helpful the client reception area at DD SAPS is. 

Although only trained police officers can take statements, clients arriving at the reception area are managed and 

assisted by willing volunteers from the CPF who channel them to the correct desk and where necessary provide 

appropriate support to the client. 

http://www.ddcpf.co.za/
https://web.facebook.com/DouglasdaleCPF
http://www.ddcpf.co.za/sector-four
https://web.facebook.com/DDCPF4
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Roads and signage Portfolio 

Getting the repairs done 

We use our roads every day. And, every day we complain about their condition. Then suddenly, potholes are 

repaired and maintenance is done. That did not happen by accident. CoJ authorities are made aware of the need 

to repair through their own inspections and by you, the public, through the CoJ call-centre and JRA’s ‘Find and 

Fix’ cellphone application. However that is sometimes not enough.  

Often the CoJ authorities are goaded into action by MAF. We regularly interact with our Ward Councillor and 

with the CoJ’s Ward Inspector. A wide variety of important or outstanding issues including roads, parks, illegal 

usage, etc., are raised by MAF and physically pointed out to them during periodic ward inspections. Larger 

projects and suggestions including infrastructure improvements such as re-tarring roads and relieving congestion 

are injected by MAF into the council’s regional development plan. 

Items pointed out by MAF and placed on the project list include a re-design of the traffic circle on Leslie near 

the Toyota showroom, the elimination of the inexplicable lane-narrowing on William Nicol southbound just 

after the Leslie slip road, requests for speed humps and the replacement of the chevron signs on Troupant Ave 

near the Glenian Ave corner (the site of many accidents due to excessive speed whilst rounding that bend), 

badgering JMPD to attend to the dangerous behaviour by taxis (and others) on Troupant, and so on. Without 

MAF’s intervention many of these issues would languish and be forgotten. 

Illegal signs and posters 
Proliferating like rabbits  

MAF constantly campaigns against illegal signs and posters. In many instances these signs are placed by estate 

agents. Often they do not relate to any particular property for sale and many are left up for weeks, if not months, 

on end. Such signs, including bits of cardboard stuck up on traffic sign-posts, are like rabbits; let just one remain 

and they attract their mates from everywhere. Only their constant removal seems to reduce the problem.  

As a law-abiding entity and to avoid being accused of taking the law into its own hands, MAF itself does not 

generally remove illegal signs. We are however aware that some concerned residents do remove them and that 

their removal does a huge amount to actively discourage the erection of many similar signs. To that end, MAF 

will not intervene. The by-laws relating to outdoor advertising signs are quite complex and we do advise that 

any residents intending to take down such signs should first familiarise themselves with the by-laws which are 

available on the CoJ website at https://joburg.org.za/documents_/Pages/Key%20Documents/By-Laws/Outdoor-

Advertising-Bylaws.aspx  

Upgrade of the Leslie Ave and Witkoppen Road intersection 

Most of you will have noticed the road works taking place at this intersection. Contractors for the Gauteng 

Province’s Department of Roads and Transport are working on the upgrading and widening of this intersection. 

Existing services in the vicinity are being relocated.  

https://joburg.org.za/documents_/Pages/Key%20Documents/By-Laws/Outdoor-Advertising-Bylaws.aspx
https://joburg.org.za/documents_/Pages/Key%20Documents/By-Laws/Outdoor-Advertising-Bylaws.aspx
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There will doubtless be some disruptions during the work but, when finished, Leslie will have been widened on 

both sides of Witkoppen and will feature a dual carriageway with extra lanes including left-turn “slip roads” 

onto and off of Witkoppen Rd.  

Originally planned to be completed by May 2019, there has been a delay while the contractors await the 

relocation of essential underground services by their respective service providers.  

We must assure residents that this road widening does not portend any imminent building on the Massmart 

property, but was planned as part of the general road upgrades associated with various developments in the 

vicinity Montecasino.  

We believe this will do a lot to relieve the congestion at this busy location during peak times. A detailed plan of 

the proposed changes is attached to this newsletter. 
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Communications and Membership Portfolio 

MAF’s WhatsApp groups 
Providing speedy communication for important issues  

MAF has several active WhatsApp groups aimed at quickly distributing information among its residents. These 

are monitored and moderated by Anthony Lledo to whom requests to join them must be directed, preferably to 

his WhatsApp account. We heartily thank Anthony for his time and effort in maintaining the groups. 

Please note that the “MAF Alerts” groups are for just that – critical or very important alerts only! No discussions 

or irrelevant responses will be tolerated on these groups. Messages should be as short as is reasonably practical 

to get the information across. In particular there is no need to thank anyone, comment upon or acknowledge any 

of the messages posted thereon in any way. There is nothing more annoying to many people than strings of 

WhatsApp messages pinging away unnecessarily. Also, please do not use voice messaging unless there is 

absolutely no alternative – as in your typing fingers are missing! Not everyone has the time or patience or is in a 

convenient place to listen to lengthy voice messages! 

Please confine all non-critical and follow-up discussions to the appropriate “Chats” groups. However please be 

aware that there are many residents on these groups who are not interested in gossip and many who do not 

tolerate waffle. So even here please keep your discussions to the point and short. Again no emojis, thank yous or 

acknowledgments are necessary; they simply waste everyone’s time, space and data bundles. 

Applications to be added to a MAF group will only be entertained from genuine Magaliessig residents and must 

be done by a direct WhatsApp message to Anthony giving your name, address and phone number. Bland “Add 

me” messages on the groups will be ignored. The reason for this is to maintain some level of security and, as far 

as is practical, keep the criminals out – to prevent them from gaining intelligence from our internal 

communications. 
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Fundraising and Social Portfolio 

Quiz Night 

MAF's first fundraiser quiz night was held on Wednesday 31st July at Papoulis Place in Merrowdowns 

Shopping Centre. 

We had a full house and the evening was enjoyed by all. The quizmaster certainly tested our brains with some 

challenging questions, but good spirits prevailed, and the winning teams deserved their  great prizes.  

Thanks to all those who participated, Gwen Ward for being our quizmaster, Papoulis Place  for hosting the 

venue, and NEXT Hairdressing Salon for their prize donations. 

Due to the success of the evening we hope to have another quiz night in the not too distant future. Watch this 

space !!!. 
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MAGALIESSIG 
Action Forum 

About Magaliessig Action Forum (MAF) 

Directors (2018-19): Stephen G Appleton*, Mary Hanna (chairman), Mike Hogan  (* = British) 

Copyright © 2019, Magaliessig Action Forum 

 

This MAGALIES viewpoint newsletter was produced by the Magaliessig Action Forum (MAF) to provide useful 

information about the activities of MAF, the community and other organisations to the residents and business 

people of Magaliessig.  

Contributions to this newsletter are welcome although MAF reserves the right to publish or edit them as it sees 

fit or necessary. Contributions should be submitted via email to Magaliessig@gmail.com. 

Disclaimer: The content in this newsletter is provided for information purposes only. Whilst we endeavour to 

provide information that is up to date and correct, we make no representations or warranties of any kind, 

expressed or implied, about the completeness, accuracy, reliability, suitability or availability with respect to the 

information provided herein. The information and opinions provided in this newsletter are those of the authors 

and may not necessarily reflect the official views or stance of MAF.  

Issued by Magaliessig Action Forum, NPC. 

Registration No. 2011/010714/08 

Website: http://www.magaliessig.co.za 

Facebook: http://facebook.com/magaliessig 

Chairman: Mary Hanna 

Phone: +27-83-654-4357 

Email: Magaliessig@gmail.com 

Mailing address:  Magaliessig Action Forum NPC, c/o Merrow Down Country Club, P/Bag X11,  

Bryanston, 2021 South Africa 
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Application for Membership 

Private individuals or households 

If you would like to become a member of MAF, please complete the application form below, pay your 

membership and email the proof of payment together with this form to magaliessig@gmail.com. 

Payment Of Subscription Fees And Donations 

Please make your subscription payment via EFT using your surname and initials as the payment reference to the 

MAF bank account. 

Alternatively you may hand the subscription in cash (in a sealed envelope) to the security personnel at Merrow 

Down Country Club, 40 Troupant Avenue, Magaliessig addressed to Mary Hanna, MAF Chairperson. We regret 

that we cannot accept cheques or bank deposits made in cash. 

Should you wish to make a special donation to MAF, the first R120 of the donation will be applied to your 

annual MAF subscription fee. 

MAF BANKING DETAILS: 

Standard Bank, Fourways Crossing 

Branch Code: 009953 

Account Name: Magaliessig 

magaliessig@gmail.com
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Magaliessig Action Forum Membership Application 

I/we, the undersigned, hereby apply to become an individual or household member or members of the 

Magaliessig Action Forum. 

I/we have deposited by EFT (banking details below) or herewith tender R120.00 for individual or private 

household membership being the subscription and membership fee for the current year or remaining part 

thereof. 

Personal details (BLOCK CAPITALS please) 

Surname: _______________________________________________________ 

First names: _______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

Home address: _______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

Postal address: _______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

Postcode: ___________ 

Cellphone: _____________________________ 

Home phone: _____________________________ 

E-mail address: _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Signature: ________________________________________ 

Date:  _____________________ 

 

 


